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Lending mess & high inventory: Is this a good time to buy a home?

Our local residential inventory of available properties is at an all-time high now. . . Nationally, housing sales are d
and the recent lending / sub-prime loan market mess is certainly a concern. . . All the hedge fund sub-prime gluttc
now hit the fan and we are going to see many more foreclosures over the next few months, due to the sub-prime |
lending consequences that are niweking in’ for many.

The media is stressing these issues and consequently, people are currently a bit trepidatious about purchasing h
Well, | wish the negative media would stop- because that seems to be one of the biggest factors affecting the slow
stream of home-buyers right nowALL IS NOT LOST! Average mortgage interest rates are still gregist around
6.5%. If there are credit issues, yesniow t more difficult for some to get the mdoeeative loangno doc, low doc,
stated income) -- but the tried & true lenders that ditigo over-board on the sub-prime chanciest loans still do have
many loan options and money available and FHA loans are nice alternatives... It was really just a matter of time
pendulum is swinging the other way -- lenders are understandably more conservative now.

Housing inventories are at record-high levels, iottgage rates are still historically low Locally, our new listings hav
finally come down a tick-mark in October, while prices remain steady (even up a couple %s). We have high suppl
lower demand locally, which has influenced price-stabilization... Prices seem to have capped out in general. If pric
with a competitive market analysispmes ARE still selling locally- it’s just taking longer.

According the National Association of Realtors (NAR) we do have some very encouraging indicators right now... 1
worst of the credit crunch (in August) is over, our economy is fairly steadynfation is expected to Decelerate

in 2008 (which should help hold mortgage rates), says Lawrence Yun, Senior Forecast Economist of NAR Resealt
is predicting a better 2008 than 2007 for the real estate market Im with you, Lawrence !/l

celllim, |
.. and yes, now i¥&RYgood time to buy. Time Machin# @ T
ConfeSS|OnS Of a Sticking it out in the midst of ‘suburbia’;

a last bastian of local holstein cows!

compulsive -recycler Do

Our landfills are getting clogged, but not just with rubbish . Wheret,'nk[”Ow
Still, a huge amount of water bottles and just plastic bottles in genef@’ Can f/nhe Lv
(holding soaps, soda, etc) - - plastic petroleum-based products & prlZeeb auafu/
recyclable materials wind up in them, and also in our ocean dumping arena§’ ho/';,'e ..
where sea-life is affected (eating / choking on) by the plastics... "Vieyewer traveled to
Europe, its pretty impressive hovgsub-conciousand ingrained the recycling concept is... Maylise it
because cities there are so established... Milleniums-old cities are really not expandlng and with that very static
space maybe people take waste and trash less for granted.

...but we ARE definitely going in the right direction with all the great city-wide recycling centers! Please recycle w
you can. Things that can be recycled include: Batteries, Plastic, Paper, Glass, Aluminum, Steel, Motor Oil, Tires,
Refrigerators, Computer Printers. . . and nowny husb&hdelightt have even found a styrofoam recylcler in NJ.

Bethlehem Bureau of Recycling: Allentown A recycling: ALLENTSWN
on illick’s mill road http://www.allentownrecycles.org RECYCLES
http://www.bethlehem-pa.gov/recycle/
610. 865.7082 - -Free Shredding! And Polystyrene "Styrofoam" Rcycling
open practically DAILY. At this time, the only facility that
Bethlehem has a great city compost spot for your accepts block foam, i.e. found in
yard clippings... And FREE compost/planting pack aging of computers, consumer
dirt for residents: woo-hooo! electronics, TV's, etc., in this area is:
Foam Pack Industries
Congratulations Easton, on your new recycling center!! 72 Fadem Rd Springfield, NJ 07081
The city of Easton has just opened a drop- off center 973.376.3700 (No Food Containers)
for paper & cardboard, etc. See city site for details. * p.s. - this one just happens to also be ver y

conveniently located near an excellent wine source!
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Take a spectacular fall-ride north to upper meeting bethel and check out thi€Ceéie Eye
stone sculpture in this mystical wooded
sanctuary / free park that is filled with
inspirational megaliths...

Columcille draws its inspiration frorfona- a tiny

island of four-billion-year-old stone off Scotldad

West Coast. The island has been a source of spiritual
guidance and awakening for centuries.

Written accounts of lona as a place of pilgrimage date
back to the seventh century and oral histories and

legends preserve traditions that stretch back to the earliest times.
Columcille, Inc. is a nonprofit organization established in 1978 to promote
transformation through inner and outer work.

It has its origins irCasa Colui@aelic forHome

of the Dove small house opened in 1975 by Cohea had been inspired during a visit to the Isle ¢
William Cohea Jr. as‘aalon by the side of the lona to create an open space which welcomed pec
road where'tired sinners and reluctant saints of all faiths and traditions interested in renewal anc
could drop by and share their experiences and transformation.
ideas. In partnership with Fred Lindkvist and "Friends of
“ . . Columcille," the original foundation grew. . .
Sustainable Business 2155 Fox Gap Road  Bangor PA 18013
Network ”inthe LehighV alley ... What is it? wwww.columeille .org

The SBN is a local organization with an objective to build a diverse network of entrepreneurs, non-profit and government e
and investors committed to the mission of sustainability. Co-fiounder Julie Thomases became inspired to start an SBN in
after living in Philadelphia and witnessing the positive impact one made there. “Judy Wicks, ownenbiittn®og Café
Philadelphia is really who motivated me to co-found this organization -- her message, which is now OUR message, is that
to promote local independently-owned businesses sifs®ite way to help protect the eadhresources.” ... HOW, you ask?
The SBN creates educational programs to increase, promote and help support local businesses wiiiplthbwttom line”

of people, planet and profit.

In creating a local business owner network, the SBN creates a strong foundation to support locally produced and environi
friendly products. They direct capital toward local financial institutions and businesses committed to building a more inclus
and sustainable econom@ther initiatives that the SBN endorses arentivyy wage, alternative energy and sustainable agricultt

The SBN increases public awareness of sustainable economies and local, sustainable businesses and they regionally inte
local economies by sourcing locally unavailable products from nearby, thereby supporting other local economies... Beyol
there is a national network for SBN, called BALLE (Business Alliance of Local Living Economies) that they can link-up with

“To build a local living economy, we identify and organize around the components, or building blocks of a sustainable syst
The SBN is currently offeringsustainability pledgeto members, where a consultant will come into the local business to asse
how it is doing and make recommendations on how it could improve. For more information on this group, or if you are inte

in joining, see theirwebsite: WWstnIVorg This holiday seasonwhy not

SBNLV Building Blocks SBNLV Building Blocks Include: support some of the locally -
owned shops when you need
Food Landscape gifts or things for yourself. The
Energy Finance/Capital retail is getting better & better
Transportation Waste/Recycling in our area! Even Eastonis
Green Buildings Healthcare and Healing finally getting some great
Home Products/CleaningBookstores Retail!
Land Use Local Retailers

Clothing and Textiles ~ Independent Media
Business Development Local Arts, Music, and Culture

Entrepreneurs and leaders in each building block organize around their passion and recruit members.
SBNLYV provides a vehicle for developing a strategic alliance among local groups and individual
entrepreneurs to develop a cohesive plan for building a local living economy.



Tellen sellen.com

Easton’s burgeoning restuarant surge continues!
Great Homcookin orsﬂsthat

Give theState Caféa shot next time ydue con5|der|ng
dining out, for some of their yummypscale comfort :
food's Owner Kelly Mannino renovated this space te
give it a very comfortable feel, with an open kitchen.
Open since April, Kelly isery pleasantly surprised te
see how far some of our customers will travel to eat

here! They are coming from beyond West Allentown -8 Q@ E I ;
& well into NJ to enjoy the café. We just went for & o= g Q -
scrumptious meal dshrimp 3-ways poached salmon, 8 oS < .
and a delicious steak with sautdenushrooms. m I n<s O -
Friendly bartenders & staff here, serving up great - @ o < Q 8 :
food with a smile - come say hi to owner Kelly and O = o5 O -
enjoy a great new dining experience - and convenieré:ﬁ/ < o 9 -
just a few steps away from the State Theatre. - 2 ) CBD D -
. . Q \ .
wwwi.statecafeandgrill .com 484.546.0541 . = 3 e~ ® oL = -
The person on your holiday gift list who has “evegthing” 7 % 9 o D :
probably does not have a complete set of over 40 Easton L=< o = D .
post cards published over the past decade by L aini . 0 i % > o > o .
Abraham of Community Cards . Fortunately, those cards, 202 2 : "D 5 o @ .
along with original Easton greeting cards, custom Easton M . o S w = D -
photographic prints, and Laini's Little Bcket Guide to G I n I S = 3 % v
Easton are all available at L aini's Little Shopa new store little shop = w -
now open in the Eastonian Condominiums . D
Opened in October , Laini says ‘the store has evolved into . :
a way to offer artfully designed, useful everyday objects, f ?rhd s,'f*?"%ewimboﬂkfg :I- .
and to bring a new retail experience to downtown Easton .” N & . . . ... o .
In addition to Abraham s original work the shop N a_d‘l/ S
features hard-to-find merchandise such as Life Is
Good products, Phaidon art and photography .
books, Moleskine journals and Retro 1951 pens, (b 3
as well as Borealis greeting cards and magnets. ()
New for the holiday season is a line of post b .
cards based on images from the P ocket Guide. .
“I'm incredibly happy to be located in the m
Eastonian,” says Abraham. “Green Harvest and
Barn Star Home are wonderful retailers and with the three
of us open, the Eastonian offers a retail experience like no 358 S4TH St Ste A
other in the downtown. Downtown Easton and particularly Emmaus, PA 18049 610.967.4383

this block, is experiencing a rapid transformation .
“I'm proud to be a part of this transformation , and excited
to see all kinds of new shoppers downtown.”

Laini’s little shopis@ the EASTONIAN

Celebrating 30 years in business, Once Is Not Enuff _ .
oldest consignment shop in the Lehigh Valley, located i
the center of Emmaus, Pennsylvania. Takiegycling to

140A Northampton Street a new level, they focus on designer / upscale labels anc
open Thursday, Fiday, Saturday quality clothing for women at 30% - 80% off retail prices
and by appointment . They have some beautiful Prada, Gucci, and boutique-

610.258.1766 designer womes clothing & shoes, handbags &

accessories ...plus a lot'ofainstreamclothing. Its all
very clean &like new. Check out this resource when yot
take a trip out to the sweet little Emmaus downtown
sometime and check out the other cute Emmaus shops,
or take in a movie at the fab.vintagmmaus theatre.
For more info see

www.geocities .com/onceisnotenuff/

Ready to open your own

shop or office in a fantastic
historic Easton location?

A few more new/finished

retail condos are still availalbe!

eastoniancondo .com
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Time MaChiI’]EJUSt one more reason to love
the Lehigh Valley.

2\
\e\e?‘e One of the innumerable amusing elements

@ being a Realtor involves witnessing every
wacky little corner of the area that you wo
n'ever‘normally come acrqss... EnE’mr South Bethlehem has a lot of eclectic D
View Farmsteadfarm oasis that is nestled ine'a iocally -owned shops, galleries & eateries... D
the midst of at least a couple brand new | 7 In conjuction with the banana factor y
Palmer subdivisions. = === (huge group of ar tist studios), shops open
| happened to be passing thru one day, up late, host events; great night out. J
coming home from an appointment to show
a new townhome... to my chagrin, | was next faced with a heard of fantastic moo-ing holste

Easton & Phillipsburg have teamed
up for ‘Hrst Weekends’ each month,

7))
E@M \where local shops sponsor free live
g

music & other events. Rack cards
@ local restaurants, shops & galleries
feature monthly events - Check it out!

| justHADto go back, and find out the story... | ran into Steve Fehnel, current farmer and great-grandson of 1890s farmer t
where Tatamy & w. Newlins Mill cross: My father was born in that stone house over there... Wge (Steve & his siblings)
been farming this land for over 100years.'Do you find that it s difficult to farm now , compared to earlier generations?
“Well it is very tough to actually find land to farm anymore. .. And fertilizers are getting to be quite expensive.”

...what about the Holsteins? “The ones you see here are raised for beef... We used to have the milk-cows too, but

sold many to Klein Farms” (Forks Township - selling fresh milk, cheeses, etc.) Some of the holsteins have gone on to win |
county fair (Blue Valley & Plainfield Township) awards and “Mosaic” the hefer even went on to win first place in 2 events tt
past year.My money ’s on Mosaic to win ‘milk-cow’ 1% place in the next local 4H fair this August... She just had a calf .

How have you managed to not cave in to selling the
land to developers?
“We love farming and it just really gets into your blood!”

Klein farms (where some of the milk-cow holsteins
from this farm now reside) does give family and
class tours -- they sell fresh milk, meat, and cheese
products: www .kleinfarms.com

if you would like a free map/info brochure on our local
farms and what they produce, just contact me -- ellen
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