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Get“ng to S O L D ] 5.Try to naturally vent the home during the warmer months.

H t0 be taking | ¢ Il and tvoically J Toq often, folks switch from heating to cooling, and never take
omes seem 1o be taking longer to sell and typically January gfifantage of one great benefit of this climate during at least

February are slower months in real estate. If you want your h?ﬂ?nths of the year, you can enjoy the fresh air of spring, fall ¢

to be the next one in your neighborhood to sell, stay on top otq pieasant days and nights of summer. Wait for the heat or
the available inventory and your closest competition. humidity to go up before turning on the AC.

Pretend youre a buyer and stand outside of your home. As yo lant a tree. or two . or three
approach the front door, what is your impression of the proper. b ’ ' '

flowers or plants are framing the entrance. _continued on p. 4

Is the walkway free from cracks and impediments? Think about where to locate trees to best reduce the intensity

the sun and lower cooling loads tall trees on the west side of

home help break the low, intense summer'suays. Placed to
TOplO W ays tQ Gree_n your _Home the south of driveways and patios, they reduce pavement
by Local LEED-Accredited architect, Mr. Will Dohe

converting the suis rays into heat which is re-radiated, causing
a rise in ambient temperature. Deciduous trees then drop the

With Al Gore being newly minted as a Nobel laureate, the leaves in the fall, allowing the winter samays to provide

guestion remains, how does one translate “An Inconvenient :
e : ” . heat when you want it.
Truth” to “convenient methods” for actually lowering your 7 Wh laci i buv E St
carbon footprint and helping the environment? Heeequick list: ' en replacing appliances, buy Energy Star .
But dorit stop there. Check owtww.energystar.gov, down-
load the spread sheet, and sort by efficiency. There is a huge

difference between the best performing appliances and the
ones which meet the minimum requirements for compliance.

1.Switch to compact fluorescent lighting (CFLS).
This is so easy, and not only will you save money, but getia
payback over the life of the bulbs. LED lighting shows more Buy Green Power.

promise for the future, especially if you want to dim your lighti nnsylvania supports the Renewable Energy Certificate met

and get better quality lamp color. far purchasing grid-based electricity. This means you buy yol
However, LEDs are presently quite expensive. Generally, CFLﬁectricity as normal, then off-set the carbon by buying the

are best used in traditional fixtures (overhead and lamps), Whif . ; o ;
LEDs are best for directional down lighting locations. green attributes” of renewably produced electricity. This cor

. at an expense, and is a way of reducing the supply side carbc
2.Get your furnace ser viced. P Yy g pply

i : ) where decreases in the demand (your use) cannot be lowerec
Heating/cooling accounts for roughly half of a typical heme

4 " - Seewww.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/buying/index.shtml
energy expenditures annually. Servicing your furnace, which ¢, more information.

includes changing filters, can help it operate more efficiently. 9.Add a layer of insulation to your attic

ésdg::gaﬁ p'l%ogorargga:)blte;?ter:glﬁzta;gvéll (F:].:]eailﬁlecg; c?)?t(s),n We generally specify an R-48 for roofs in our
pectaly 1t you u u uring y new construction projects.

weekends. A thick comforter on the bed will allow you to set 10.Add a solar hot water panel to your house.

the heat at 55-degrees at night. ) ] ) ' .
In th lar h h I k h
3.Get a lower water use (low flow) shower head. n this region, solar hot water with gas or electric backup is t

there are many manufacturers, and its very effective. The pan

Typically we doft recommend aerators for the Kitchen, since g placed on the roof and its hot water is routed

one uses that faucet for pot filling and like. If yethe type of {4 ihe cold inlet on your water tank. Most of
person who likes to let the water run, then add an aerator, these systems have paybacks of 5-8 years, which
by all means! Less water means less heating, less fuel. If yoit 5 great return on investment (look for
need to replace other bath fixtures, consider low flow, and  federal tax incentives, too!), and great for
especially dual flush, toilets. the environment!

4.Seal leaks.

Older homes, especially, suffer from draft problems. Sealing ugill is a Local LEEDAccredited

leaky windows and doors will make the home more comfortablerchitect and pricipal of R+D architec

and significantly cut down on fuel costs, in both winter and 230 Ferry Street, Easton, FA 18042

summer. For homes with historic single glazed windows, add @10.253.5220

storm panel on the inside of the window, which will preserve th@ yesigned the EASTONIANuxu condos,
historic look and significantly improve comfort and efficiency. a Green building: www.eastoniancondo .com
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Day-tripper . . . Stay warm with Wine & Wool

Hum-Dinger! Can you guess why ttsathe perfect name for this sweet little alpaca farm in Western NJ?
“We welcome visitors anytim's,dgbibd idea to call first to make sure we are home.” Owner
Kris Ensmingerchecked out of the day-job and was able to take an early retirementifi@iew York Time:s
two years ago to do this full time. She still does a restaurant column for the Times on a freelance basis. Kris and Dennis H
the farmers here - Dennis is still a loan officer with Countrywide, and finds the time on weekends to help with the farm.

‘We first met Vic while attending a seminar at an alpaca farm in Maryland about 6 weeks after reading a newspaper story &
alpacas. We had no intention of buying anything that day. Not only was it very early on in our research but we had no farm
lived on Staten Island, in New York City - and our alpaca budget was pretty much nonexistent. But there he was, on sale, ¢
of a silent auction, and he had such beautiful fleece, perfect conformation and a face that,'veetioydive picture.
Needless to say, by the time the seminar was over, Vic was the proud owner of two humans dedicated to givir
the best life an alpaca could have”. . . . Now Kris & Dennis own 19 alpacas on their 7-1/2 acre farm.
Just across the delaware from Riegelsville, pass Fineville and just before Alba Vindlyards you
find this charming little Alpaca farm.
“We really enjoy the alpacas, threyeasy to take care of, not that
expensive to keep and we meet a lot of interesting and wonderful people
who share our love of this animals.

About Alpacas from Hum-Dinter sitehumdingeralpacas.com
~Itallstarted  Alngcas were a cherished treasure of the ancient Incan civilization and
with Vet h1ayed a central role in the Incan culture thas located on the high Andean
Plateau and mountains of South America. They are part of the dromedary family.
Outside of their native South America, the number of alpacas found in other countries is
extremely limited. In fact, 99 percent of the wasldpproximately three million alpacas
are found in Peru, Bolivia, and Chile.

Alpacas were first imported to the United
States in1984. Alpacas are now being
successfully raised and enjoyed throughout
North America and abroad. There are two
types of alpacas - the Huacaya with full, fluffy,

crimped fleeces, and the Suri whose coats hang in long silky lustrous lot
The lifespan of the alpaca is about 20 years and gestation is 11.5 month:
Alpacas eat grasses and chew a cud. They are about 36" tall at the
withers and weigh about 150 pounds. They are gentle and easy to handl
Alpacas are safe; they ddpite or butt.

Alpacas can be raised on relatively small acreage and they are clean,
safe, quiet, intelligent and disease resistant. They have s
padded feet, are gentle on the land and can be
easily transported.

Little Bessiea baby - all set for
valentines’ day with
her white-heart forehead

WwWW.sbnIVorg  alpacas produce one of the wogdinest and most
luxurious natural fibers-it is clipped from

the animal without causing it injury. s cashmere and warmer;fighter and stronger than

wool, it comes in more colors than any other fi ing animal (approximately 22 basic
colors with many variations and blends). This cashmere-like fleece, once reserved for Incan
royalty, is now enjoyed by spinners and weavers around the world.

... Ohyeah, and as Ed & | witnessed in our little visit Alpacas actually HUM!

Center Valley’s Blankstone alpacas

Blankstone farm is another wonderful little alpaca farm - located near the promenade shops in center
valley, complete with an on-site shop where you can buy cozy wooly clothing, slippers, throws, etc.

To visit the farm or shop or set up a tour for scout groups or clubs - cédvarer/breeder Kit Hower The baby alpaca
4671 Limeport Pike, Coopersburg, PA 18036 - 610.797.4309 www.blankstonealpacas.com /¢! so0ooo

soft!!
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The Responsibilities & Realities of Rental Real Estate

By Robert J Moran, Reagle Insurance

The allure of owning rental properties is often quite appealing
Just the thought of owning a piece of real estate that will increa
in value and offers a monthly cash flow seems appealing. There
however, a great number of considerations that need to be well
thought out, if you are going to be a landlord.

There should be a commitment that, as a property owner, you h
adequate time and resources to be active in the management an
upkeep of the property. There will be repair and maintenance Since 1936 PROCRESSIVE
projects that will require you to obtain an independant contractor.2912 William Penn Highway, Easton

It is an absolute necesity that the contractor not only be qualified

to do the work, but that he provide you with a certificate of 6 1 0_2 5 8_72 1 6 ° 800_3 5 3 _72 16

For Business...For Personal...For Life

RraglE R

INSURANCE AN

iINSURANCE"

insurance.
Concerns should be: a) that the contractor should have at lea "
$1,000,000.00 of liability insurance and b) if the contractor has wWww.rea gl cins.com

employees or helpers, workers compensation should be required.

The Reagle Insurance Agency at 2912 William Penn Highway in Easton has been selling and servicing rental dwelling proj

insurance since 1936. With over 72 years of experience in property, business, automobile and life insurance, our doors are
open to review your coverage needs. Feel free to visit us at reagleins.com

Day-tripper . . . Wine, in New JERSEY??

Yes. Nestled in the Village of Finesville, New Jersey and down the street from Hum-Dinger
youll find plenty of wines to try at Alba Vineyard... Also a potential destination of the
Phillipsburg steam train (however th&ine train’ does involve a minor

bus-ride).

Alba’s tasting room is set in a beautiful stone barn from 1805 - the

barn also hosts the Musconetcong Art Gallery

While it’s not exactly Napa Valley, these NJ wines have actually won
local, national, and international competitionssle beautiful space to
visit, or even host an event

Alba Vineyard & Winety
269 Route 627
Village of Hnesville

Milford, New Jersey 08848 Feb 9&10: $5.00 Valentine Wine & Chocolate W eekend! cee Elloris 28" lotus f

Phone: 908-995-7800 i i i AL ee Ellens otus flower
Sampl_e wines palrec_j with chocolates and tak e a wine-mak ers windows, just installed
tour with your sweetie at Easton YOGA!

. March & April: Wine 101 class - Sat March 1 thru April 19th

“Fom Vine to Glass'- join Alba’s award-winning winemaker and learn how to appreciate
wine. Reservations req’d. ....Alsa Mothers' day & Father’s day events, plus fireworks |
n July, and then Volunteer Grape Harvesting begins in September. .

Easton 's restaurant surge continues: dg’ oo 053]

Easton is now the home for this excellent new Tex-Mex restaurant ,‘“(

and all | can say Eenvenido!

Mexex Tio: 42 so. Third St

G(",\/, e(d\ Easton 610.253.2235

The‘MexTex Trid consists of Nalisha Garcia who will greet you & seat you, her sister who

the chef, and her husband Issac. Issac does design and renovation work and really did a 1

job in redesigning this former furniture showroom. When we stopped in for some lunch toc

Nalisha stressed that they use very fresh ingredients and that everything is home-made...

can taste what she talking about, the minute their home-made chips and salsa hit the table
fresh and delicious! MexTex is currently a BYOB (Corkage of $3.00) but they have been known to serve quite a mean me
you happen to forget you®.B’ MexTex Trio is open m-th, 11-9 pm, f-s: 10-10 pm, and Sunday 10 - 7pm... On Sundays the
featuring an affordable and scrumptious brunch with traditional mexican treats such as Pozole (corn soup) or Huevos Ran
eggs with Chorizo, or a grilled skirt steak with eggs tortillas and beans. Brunch meals are generous and only $7 or $8 per
served with a coffee or juice. The grand opening celebration is coming up in the next couple weeks, complete with a maria
band... Come give it a try!
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Easton & Phillipsburg have teamed
up for ‘Arst Weekends’ each month,
where local shops sponsor free live
music & other events. Rack cards

@ local restaurants, shops & galleries
feature monthly events - Check it out!

Be proactive -- are there any obvious issues or major repairs looming
your home? You can be fairly certain that in this market, buyers will k
taking a very thorough look at the inspections; they are feeling
like they have the upper-hand and are very ready to negotiate.

You might even consider getting a pre-sale home inspection and/or
mold test if there is any evidence of it, to see whatmajor issues migh
stand out to potential buyers, and ybue able to locally -owned shops, galleries & eateries...
make repairs before buyers start hacking away at the price. ¢ In conjuction with the banana factor 'y
For a listing at 17 s. 11th street in Easton, we are aware that the roof = === (huge group of ar tist studios), shops open
may be nearing’g end-life... So we are offering a full-price buyer a gif up late, host events; great night out.

certificate for Alick Smitfs roofing service. M 0 rtg ag e rate CutS

Are some appl_iances, hot water heater very old and worn out? Mortgage rates continue to fall, with 30-year and 15-year
Consider offering a buyer a home warranty that extends to theng, o q_rate mortgages hitting their lowest levels in nearly
once they_ buy (u_sually about $500 for 1 year).. Sellers can also Rﬁﬁryears, as reported by Freddie Mac (Government-

to help with closing costs for a buyer, depending on price.  gponsored loan buyer) --30-year fixed rates are averaging

. about5.52%now wow
Pare down clutter and pack up your least-used items, such as large

blenders and other kitchen tools, out-of-season clothes, toys, ang inis time last year, the 30-year fixed-rate mortgage
exercise equipment. Store items off-site or in boxes neatly arra%qaged 6.25 perce’nt.

in the garage or basement. Clean the windows, carpets, walls, Let's hope that the low rates will help strengthen the

South Bethlehem has a lot of eclectic

lighting fixtures, and baseboards to make the house shine. national housing market, and will also help to stimulate
. N , " more buyers locally.
Very important in this market - price competitively... Many buyers WWW Walkingeaston com

right now are quite conservative and they are really taking their
time looking. They get to know local prices well and are not
paying high prices, unless the property is particularly unique
(views, meticulously cared for and in great shape, unique

a collaborative website, on historic buildings of Easton
... brought to you by: Richard F Hope, local author
and historian & Ellen, your website-host.

architecture in great location). The historic and famous Hackett Mansion is now for sale!
Home of State Senator William Clayton Hackett (1874-1930

Hang in there -- for sellers this who donated Hackett Park to the City of Easton, this proper

market is all about patience. was always in the Hackett family and is now justdd for

sale by Broker Clay Mitman. It features some of the most
spectacular woodwork've seen, 14eilings; the works! See
walkingeaston.comfor more on this, and easterother
beautiful historic buildings.
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